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Period for Reply — e ' '" e correspondence aaaress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION W 

• f«r S 1^ lnnoev e „ t . h o W eve r , m a yareplyb e tif „e,n, ed 

I If' NO Etad t Eh T tha " ,hi,lY ?? ? 3yS ' 3 ™ ply .™ thin ,he S,a,u,ory minimum of ,hirt * < 3 °) *»• will be considered timely. 
- *eTe^ 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 03 November 2003 is/are: a)3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) . 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q lnterv|ew Summary (pTCM13) 

2) LJ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application f PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1 -04) Office Action Summary 
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1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
Specification 

2. A substitute specification in proper idiomatic English and in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.52(a) and (b) is required. The. substitute specification filed must be accompanied by a 
statement that it contains no new matter. 

3. The substitute specification filed November 10, 2004 has not been entered because it 
does not conform to 37 CFR 1.125(b) and (c) because: a marked-up copy of the substitute 
specification has not been supplied (in addition to the clean copy). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-5 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1, there are 
grammatically errors in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 
have been placed of record in the file. 
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6- Clatas , and 3 a re rejected under 35 Use. ,02(6) as being anticipated by Hannah (US 
Patent 5,984,401). 

Regardutg clainr ,, Hannah discloses a she!, structure for . veh , cle , which _ 
cure, she,, m Md an imer sheI , (24 , 26>28 , 30i32) , he ^ sM m moumed m ^ 

** (24); [[onj] gn „„ ter snrfnca of ,he inner she,, (24) provided ^ a plurality of couphng 
-nrbers (24,2d,.. .), [[on]] « i„ ner surface of the oute , ^ ^ ^ ^ § ^ ^ 
coupling others (36,50) corresponding ,o the p,„rah,y of coupling members (24 , 26 , on lhe 

a^bled ,o and re m0 ved 0„ m from fc inner shell Regard ,„ g fc ^ ^ fc ^ . 
an electrocar, this limitation is mere ,y an intended use of the she,, structure, the stnacture of 
Jackson e, a,. «e< the stnactur, Unions of the body of the Cain, and is capable of being used 
on an electrocar (whtch is understood broadly ,o mean a vehicle run on electricity). 

Regardingclatn, 3, Hannah disdoses the shell structure for . elclrocar as ^ ^ 

clatm I, wherein the respective coupling m entbers on the outer and inner she,, ate m ag„ ets (3d) 

which enable the outer she,, to he q uin k ,y assayed to and rentoved front the inner she,,. 

7- Caitns , and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. ,02(h) an being anticipated by dohnson et al. 

(US Patent 5,228,742). 

Regarding Cain, I, , 0 hns„„ e, ah disclose a she,, stnjcture for a vehtcle, whtch comprises 
an outer she,, (,0, and an inner sh e„ (,2), the outer shell (10) mounted on the inner shel, (,2> 
[[on]] an outer surface of the toner aha,, (,2) provtded m apharahty of couphng memhera (44) 
[MI m tnner surface of the outer she,, (,0) provided wiU, a p,ura,i.y of couphng memhers (40, 
corresponding ,„ *. plurality of coup|in8 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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these coupling members enable ,he outer she „ t0 be ^ a!serab|ed „ ^ ^ ^ 

— y an tended use of the she„ straa „ re , «he secure of ,ae k so„ « a,. meet the sUucusai 
lotions of the body of t he data aod is capable of be,„ g used on a„ eiectrocar (which is 
understood broadly lo mean a vehicle run on electricity). 

Regarding data, 5, Hannah discloses the shell structure for an elctrocar as claimed in 
claim I, wherein tbe respective coupling members on tbe outer and inner shell are engagmg 
members (40, and receiving members (44, whieb enable the outer she,, to be ,uicK, y assembled 
to and removed from the inner shell. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such that the subject matter as a ^SS^t^S^fT^ 1 "? ** *» ?™ 

havmg ordmary skill in the art to which said ^£2? ?"? ^fT Was ™ de to » P™» 
manner in which the invention was made. P Patentabl % shall not be negatived by the 

9. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 I f <; r i u 

J unaer 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hannah in 

view of Byrd et al. (US Patent 4,496,184). 

Hannah discloses the shell structure of claim 1. 

Hannah does not disclose that the coupling means could be hook and loop fasteners or 
double sided tapes. 
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Byrd et al. discloses mounting a cover to a frame with a continuous connector such as 
VELCRO™ fasteners (hook and loop fasteners), adhesive tapes, oppositely polarized magnets, 
magnets and steel plates (column 4, lines 10-15). 

Jackson et al. and Byrd et al. are analogous art because they are from a similar problem 
solving area, i.e., attaching an outer member to a frame. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to use hook and loop fasteners or double sided tape to attach the outer shell to the inner shell as it 
would merely involve the alternate utilization of an equivalent attachment means to achieve the 
same exact function. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Byrd et al. with Hannah to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 2 and 4. 



Response to Arguments 
10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

However, the Applicant argues that the vehicle must be a vehicle as disclosed by the 
Applicant. The electrocar is interpreted as a broad limitation by the Examiner. There are no 
features of the electrocar in the claim to exclude the vehicles used by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art discloses other vehicles in which an outer panel is attached to an inner 
panel. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L Engle whose telephone number is (703) 306-5777. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, D. Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (703) 308-3 102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Art Unit 3612 

pie 

December 22, 2004 



